egyptologists have no trouble understanding this text, since they are familiar with the prominence of Thebes as the religious centre of egypt during the new Kingdom. The "justness" of Thebes lies in one thing that is implicit in the above passage: its temple, or rather its network of temples dedicated to Amun-Re, the heart of which was the great complex of Ipet-sut (Karnak). indeed, among the Amun temples of Thebes, Karnak was in its turn the "just" or "actual" one: in an inscription mainly concerned with his own memorial temple in western Thebes, Ramesses iii refers to Thebes itself (i.e. east of the nile) as "your (i.e. Amun's) actual temple" (ḥ w.t=k mty.t).
3 The great old temple at Karnak is here put in contrast with the king's new mortuary foundation at medinet habu. About three centuries earlier, King Thutmose iii * i wish to thank Brian muhs for reading a draft of this chapter, and for correcting my english. in addition to the monumental inscriptions of kings and officials and their religious settings, texts on papyrus provide indications for the prominence of the Theban temples in an administrative setting. The great harris Papyrus extensively enumerates the benefactions of Ramesses iii for the temples of egypt during his thirty-one-year reign. The text not only makes clear that the king's most lavish building activity and endowments were spent on Thebes; it also shows the traditional order in which the egyptian temples were presented in administrative documents: Thebes-heliopolis-memphis, followed by minor religious centres.
6 one truly administrative document keeping to this order is the wilbour Papyrus, a long agrarian survey from the reign of Ramesses V. 7 The same is done in a papyrus pertaining to agrarian administration of the Third intermediate Period. 8 
